
ELHS Black History Month Spotlights 

 

Harriet Tubman  

 

Harriet Tubman (born Araminta Ross, c. March 1822[1] was an American abolitionist and political activist. Born 

into slavery, Tubman escaped and subsequently made some 13 missions to rescue approximately 70 enslaved people, 

including family and friends,[2] using the network of antislavery activists and safe houses known as the Underground 

Railroad. Earning her the nickname Moses. During the American Civil War, she served as an armed scout and spy for 

the Union Army. In her later years, Tubman was an activist in the movement for women's suffrage. You may be seeing 

her soon on a 20 dollar bill near you. Harriet Tubman passed away March 10, 1913. 

 

Pauline Mathis Hodges - Educator from the Buckeye Community 

 (September 3, 1908 - March 27, 1984) 

 

Mrs. Pauline Mathis Hodges was the granddaughter of Austin Mathis, a former slave and itinerant preacher and the 

daughter of Lucious O'Brien Mathis, a farmer and landowner since 1919. She was the oldest daughter and the first to 

teach, but not the last. She was the second in her family 

to graduate from college.  

She began her teaching career at St. Stephens Hall in 

Northeast Laurens County. She taught in the one-

teacher school at Mt. Pullen Church on the Wrightsville 

Highway. She next taught in schools constructed of old 

discarded army barracks in both the Mt. Pullen / Jordan 

Grove community and in the Buckeye community. She 

taught for years at the new and improved B. D. Perry 

Elementary School which prepared many generations 

of citizens.  

She last taught the future good and loyal citizens of 

Laurens County and the world at the newly integrated 

East Laurens Elementary School from which she retired in 1973. She taught for 43 year in total from 1930-1973. 

(This special biography was contributed by Frenchy J. Hodges, daughter) 

Note: Her granddaughter, Angela Brazeal, is a current teacher at ELHS. 

 

Charles E. Turner Sr. and Jessie M. Turner  - Educators. Mentors. Leaders. And A Dynamic Duo 

 

The late Charles E. Turner Sr. and Jessie M. Turner were a husband-and-wife duo who 

were exceptional trailblazers who taught at ELHS and ELMS. 

Mrs. Jessie Turner began her teaching career at ELHS in 1974. She earned her Bachelor 

of Science in Education at Fort Valley State University, her Masters in Education at 

Georgia College, and Specialists Degree at Georgia Southern University. During her 

tenure she taught Biology and Human Anatomy and Physiology. She was STAR teacher 

in 1992 and Teacher of the Year in 1994. She taught for 30 years and retired in 2004. 

The late Charles E. Turner Sr., better known at Coach “T” or Mr. “T” by his students 

began his teaching career at ELMS in 1976. He was known for his discipline, respect, 

resilience, work-ethic, and dedication. Coach Turner served in the United States Navy 

and the Navy Reserve. He earned his Bachelor of Science in Health, Physical Education, 

and Recreation from Savannah State University, his Masters from Georgia College, and 

his specialists from Georgia Southern. 

During his tenure, Mr. Turner coached b-team football at ELMS, Girls Basketball, and 

Track and Field at ELHS. His 19 year run as the head coach of the Lady Falcons’ 

Basketball team led to 302 wins. In addition to being Teacher of the Year, he was the Georgia Athletic Coaches 

Association Coach of the year in 1983 and 1984. HE was also the Region Coach of the year in 1999 and 2000. 

In total, Coach Turner taught at ELMS for 32 years and retired in 2006. On August 25, 2012, Mr. Charles E. Turner lost 

his 12-year battle with cancer. His motto was, “You are not here by chance, but by God’s choosing to fulfill his special 

purpose. 

Fun Facts: The late Mr. Charles E. Turner, Sr. and Jessie Turner have 3 children who graduated from ELHS. 
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Luciana Turner was the ELHS Valedictorian in 1994. She is currently an educator. Shenika Turner-Reed was the 

Valedictorian in 1998. She is a Registered Nurse. And, Charles E. Turner Jr. was 2005 Honor Graduate, and he is 

currently a Biotech Scientist. 

 

Larue Coney Brazeal - East Laurens Primary School Food Service Manager 

 

We as individuals are defined by the sum of our experiences, and today's spotlight help 

define numerous people with her commitment to teachers, students, and an entire 

community. Mrs. Larue Coney Brazeal was born on May 15, 1924. She was the great 

granddaughter of Austin Mathis, a former slave and itinerant preacher. She was the 

granddaughter of Lucious O'Brien Mathis, a farmer and landowner since 1919. She 

was the daughter of a father who was swept up in The Great Migration that took many 

blacks away to the North and West while she remained here in the familiar South. 

 

Larue Coney Brazeal was a diligent, adaptive, and determined every-day sort of person 

who worked several jobs descriptions before the most recent and last assignment in the 

school food service department. 

 

She began work life as an elementary teacher in Harrison, Ga in nearby Johnson 

County. She worked severally as a domestic worker in homes in both Dublin and 

Atlanta. The one job she experiences before joining the school lunchroom program was that of general care-giver and 

food-preparer at the old Cile Cook Nursing home, and experience that enhanced and promoted her skill and love of 

multiple-meal preparation. 

 

She began her tenure under the familiar and well-thought of principal, Mr. B. A. Johnson in the old B. D. Perry School 

lunchroom program. Of course, over the years she moved up the ranks and enjoyed many years as Food Service Manager, 

a position she held until her retirement in 1989 from the East Laurens Primary School under the principal leadership of 

Mr. Larry Waldrep.  

 

She cared for and fed countless children in East Laurens County laying a foundation rich in history and of service to 

others. She leaves a legacy of goodness and an example for others to follow.  

 

Her Daughter Angela Brazeal is the Early Childhood Education teacher at East Laurens High School. 

 

Dr. Dianne Carter Jones 

 

Known to many of the Falcon family as "Lady Di", the late Dr. Dianne Carter Jones was the youngest of the late Ike and 

Annie Mae Carter. After graduating from Dublin High School in 1974, she attended Georgia College and State 

University, graduating with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary Education in 1978. 

 

Upon completing her bachelor's degree, Dianne began her service in education as an elementary teacher at East Laurens 

Elementary School for the Laurens County Board of Education. She continued her lifelong learning by obtaining the 

following degrees: 

 

Master of Education from Georgia College in 1984  

Education Specialist from Georgia Southern in August of 1990 

Doctorate of Education from Walden University in August 2011 

 

Dr. Jones left a memorable mark amongst students and staff at East Laurens. In the 1992-

1993 school year, she was awarded with the distinguished honor of Teacher of the Year. Dr. 

Jones served as assistant principal of East Laurens Middle School, and later transitioned into 

the role of principal. Dr. Jones retired from the Laurens County School System after 33 years 

of dedicated educational service. Dr. Jones passed on January 24, 2012 after her battle with 

breast cancer. 

 



Dr. Jones always instilled the importance of hard work, dedication, and the importance of education into her daughter 

Amanda. Amanda is a graduate of East Laurens High School class of 2005. Amanda holds a bachelor's degree from 

Georgia Southern University as well as a master's degree from Walden University in Human Services. Amanda is 

currently a Mental Health Therapist for the Georgia Department of Behavioral Health. 

 

Mrs. Carrie Walker Scream 
 

Mrs. Scream was born September 18, 1922 and departed this earthly life on February 8, 1999. She was born to the 

parentage of Oscar D. Fluker and Nettie Walker Jordan. At an early age she met the love of 

her life, Mr. Forest Scream. To this union was seven children born (6 girls and 1 boy). Mrs. 

Scream was a believer and served faithfully wherever the Lord called her. 

 

She was a retiree of 40 plus years as an employee of Superior Laundry. Carrie was also a 

retired employee of the Laurens County School System as a food service worker at East 

Laurens Primary. She made history by becoming the first black female bus driver employed 

by Laurens County Board of Education. Mrs. Scream played an instrumental part in the 

integration process of Laurens County by allowing her youngest daughter to attend Wilkes 

Elementary and the next oldest daughter to attend East Laurens High School. 

 

Carrie sketched her very own blueprint to her home that she and her husband had built long 

ago, and it still stands today on Manning Drive. 

 

Carrie was also known as the "Soup Lady" because at least once a month she prepared soup 

and sandwiches for the elderly, sick, and shut in in her community. She was a life member of 

Fidelity Chapter #45, Order of the Eastern Star. 

 

Carrie Walker Scream is the grandmother of one of our very own, Mrs. Charlotte Jackson White. 

 

Mr. Daniel Lee Burley 

 

Mr. Daniel Burley was born September 21, 1951 to the Late Charlie Burley Sr and Corine 

Burley.   He was the youngest of 5 boys and one girl, Betty Burley Bell, who works at East 

Laurens Elementary.  His immediate family includes his wife, Shirley Burley, daughters, 

Yvonne Baker who is the Public Awareness Coordinator for the City of Dublin, Malissa 

Kinchen, who is a teacher at West Laurens Middle, Danielle Lowther, who teaches here at East 

Laurens High School and Coaches Basketball and Softball, and son, Christopher Burley, who is 

a Deputy Sheriff and Coaches Softball and Basketball at East Laurens. Mr. Burley passed away 

April 24, 2008 after losing his battle with Cancer.   

Mr. Burley graduated from BD Perry School.  Afterwards, he joined the U.S. Army. After 

returning home, he had several long term jobs which most notably included him being employed 

with the LCBOE for 28 years. While employed, he served as a bus driver, custodian, and then 

lastly as a security guard.  He was truly a servant who found ways to help others in need. 

 

Mr. Burley was an active leader in this community.  He loved East Laurens and all it 

stands for.  He supported Academics  and Athletics and was a True Falcon Fan.  He 

was a good guy who never met a stranger and made an impression on everyone he 

met.  He was a strong believer in the importance of Education and made it his duty to 

mention that to each student he passed as he mingled with them up and down the 

hallways.  He also believed in doing what was “right.” He believed that change could 

happen and made it his duty to get people to the polls to vote through his self-made 

transportation services with the assistance of other community leaders.  He was also 

dedicated to the Daniel Burley Senior picnic here at East Laurens High in which was 

named in his honor and is done as an appreciation to the seniors every year a week 

before graduation. The Daniel Burley Scholarship was also developed in his honor and 

is given to a deserving senior each year upon graduation.  In our commons area, you 



can see the bench that was dedicated in his honor as a symbol of what he stood for....people gathering together in love.   

 
Dr. B.D. Perry 

 

The Dr. B.D. Perry School opened in 1958 in Laurens County, six years after Laurens County’s 

school building program began. It served the African-American community until integration 

when it became East Laurens Elementary and then East Laurens Middle. It was named for Dr. 

B.D. Perry.  

 

Perhaps of all of the African-American physicians of the early 20th Century, the most well-

known and admired was Benjamin Daniel "B.D." Perry.  Dr. Perry was born on April 12, 1876 

in Laurens County.  He graduated from Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tenn. on 

February 26, 1902.  He began his practice in Brewton, Ga. on May 10, 1902 near his ancestral 

home on the Wrightsville Highway.   In his early adult hood, Perry, like many physicians of his 

time, taught school during the day. Dr. Perry practiced in Dublin for over 40 years and was a 

member of St. Paul A.M.E. Church.   He married Eliza J. O'Neal and died on Oct. 8, 1957.  In 

the 1950s, Dr. Perry was honored by Laurens County with the naming of B.D. Perry High School, which is located across 

the highway from his family home.   Dr. B.D. Perry was buried in Perry Cemetery on Highway 319 opposite the school 

named for him.  

 

I was able to find much of this information and the photographs from the following websites:  

 

http://dublinlaurenscountygeorgia.blogspot.com/2020/07/images-of-our-past-old-dr-bd-perry-high.html?m=1 

 

https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_vang_lau217-82 

 

http://laurenscountyafricanamericanhistory.blogspot.com/2014/02/healers-of-body-healers-of-community.html?m=1 

 

                   
 

Laurens County School Educator and Administrator - Woodrow A Billups Jr. 

 

Woodrow A. Billups, Jr. is a native of 

Swainsboro, Emanuel County, GA. 

He attended Savannah State College 

and obtained a bachelor’s degree in 

Health and Physical Education. In the 

fall of 1967, he accepted a teaching 

position in Laurens County and was 

assigned to BD Perry elementary and 

high school as a teacher and coach. 

His coaching duties included football, 

boys’ basketball, and boys’ track and field. In 1970 he was transferred to East 

Laurens high school as an assistant football coach, head boys’ basketball coach, 

and assistant coach in track and field. In 1973 he became the assistant principal 

of East Laurens high school. From 1976 until 1980 he was the principal of East 

Laurens elementary school. In 1980, he became Associate Superintendent for 
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Support Services for the Eastside 

of Laurens County. In 1983, he 

was named principal of East 

Laurens middle school. From 

1989-1997, he served as 

Associate Superintendent with 

the Laurens County School 

System. From 1997-2008, he 

served as part-time Associate 

Superintendent. He ultimately 

retired in June 2008. 
 

 

Woodrow Carswell – 48 years of Service 

 

Woodrow Carswell, born August 23, 1951, is a very influential and very well-

known person here at East Laurens. He was born in the small town of Cadwell, 

Georgia. His biggest influences are the women in his life such as his mom, 

VeraMae Shingles, his aunt, Viola Tilleroy, and his grandmother, Johnny Mae 

Carswell. Mr. Carswell is a big family man, and he is very proud of his 

granddaughter's accomplishment as a trauma nurse. Also, he has nine 

grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and two sons.  

He attended school at Mary Fleming were his teacher, Mrs. Watson, made a big 

impact on his life. Then, he relocated to Eastman where he finished grades 5-12. 

He graduated high school in 1969 from Peabody High School. He later took his 

education to the collegiate level where he obtained his bachelor's degree in 

education. Mr. Carswell takes pride in being a coach for 48 years. He coached 

East Lauren’s first middle school baseball team. He has coached track and field 

for 20 years, and led the teams to win 17 region championships.  He also led 

East Laurens to four other region championships. The thing he enjoys most 

about being a coach is watching the kids develop and take their talents to higher 

levels.   

Outside of school and coaching, Mr. Carswell enjoys attending church where 

he is a Sunday school teacher, choir member, vacation bible school director, 

and he is on the trustee board also. We love having Mr. Carswell here at East Laurens and we thank him for all 

of his contributions to our sports and also helping his students become the best version of themselves.  

 
Jimmy L. Williams – 367 & Counting 

 

Jimmy L. Williams Sr. was born January 8, 1961 to Essie Lee Williams and Alton Cleo "AC" 

Williams of Canton, Mississippi.  He is married to his beautiful wife Edna F. L. 

Williams of 34 years.  They have three sons (Octavious, Skyler, and Jimmy Jr. (aka 

Boone) and they have Chelsey who is their one and only beautiful 

princess/daughter.   He also has nine wonderful grandchildren who adore him. 

A native of Jackson Mississippi.  He came up in the Martin Luther King Jr. era.  He 

remembers gathering in front of the television in 1968 watching his mother crying 

because of the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. Coach Williams graduated 

From Wingfield High School in 1979. 

He joined the United States Marine Corps in the early 1980's and was active service for 4 years.  After 

his tour with the United States Marine Corps, he went on to College where he received a full ride 



scholarship from University of North Georgia.  He received his Bachelor of Science 

degree in Education.  He was also an outstanding basketball player the four years he 

attended and received the "Most Valuable Player" for the four years he was there. 

He holds several records in basketball and has been named to the Hall Of Fame. He 

went on to further his education and received his Masters and Specialist in 

Education Leadership from Cambridge University in Boston, MA. 

He had a very successful coaching career.  He coached the Treutlen Vikings Varsity 

Boys Basketball Team from 1992-1994 and East Laurens High School Falcons Varsity Boys Basketball Team from 1995-

2013 with over 360 wins, 3 State Runner-up trophies, 14 State Play-off appearances, numerous Region-champs, numerous 

times of being elected as "Coach of the Year" all while being at East Laurens High School.  Also coached East Laurens 

High School Varsity Girls Track team and produced seven State individual Champions.  He has helped many students go 

to college whether through scholarships or by helping them to apply.  

Coach Jimmy L. William Sr. retired after 30 years of service in Education.   He 

will always cherish Laurens County as his home where he served 25 years of 

his education services.  

He is very active in Church, member at Holly Spring Baptist Church where he 

serves on several committees.  His most enjoyable committee is the one where 

they feed the community by bagging grocery and giving to anyone in need.  
 

 

 

Lillie Hobbs – Retired but not Done 

 

Mrs. Lillie K. Hobbs dedicated her life to her students and the community, and since she retired in 2011, she 

continues to serve others. Her goal has always been to make a difference in 

the lives of the people she meets and to be a positive role model for all, 

especially young people. 

She attended Carver High School in Columbus, Georgia and received her 

Bachelor of Science from Savannah State 

University. She earned her Masters degree 

from Georgia College, her administrative add-

on from Georgia Southern, and her Specialists 

degree from Troy State University. 

She has held the following leadership 

positions in the community. She works with 

Girl Scouts of Middle Georgia and is on the 

Board of Director American Cancer Society. She has supported the efforts of 

Habitat for Humanity and served on their board. She is an active member of the 

Dublin-Laurens Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Alumnae Chapter. She works with students at ELHS in the 

EMBODI program where she is the Chairperson. She is also the Co-Chairperson of The 3-mile Walk for the 

Cure Committee. Ms. Hobbs is the secretary for the Savannah State University Alumni-Dublin-Laurens County 

Chapter. She is an NAACP Youth Director and Executive Board member. She works closely with the Dublin-

Laurens Black History Festival Committee as their Youth Chairperson and Awards Committee member. One 

organization that is dear to her is the Retired Teachers Association for Dublin-Laurens County. 

She has received numerous Honors and Awards that include but are not limited to the following: Dublin-

Laurens Woman of the Year 1990, Teacher of the Year 1989, Girl Scout Leader of the Year 1991, Youth Public 

Education Goal Sward – American Cancer Society, 1996 Olympic Torch Bearer for Dublin-Laurens County, 

Thank You Award –Highest Award Given to an Adult Girl Scout, BellSouth Mobility Nominee, Life 

Membership of Girl Scouts of America, Outstanding Community Service Award, Nominee for the Walt Disney 



Teacher Hall of Fame, Humanitarian Award 2017-Dublin-Laurens Black History Committee, 2016 SSUNAA 

1st Place Queen and 2018 SSUNAA Queen.  

She is also involved in many civic and religious activities. For 

example she works with the Dublin-Laurens Leadership Class 

of 1995 and the Dublin-Laurens Democratic Party Committee. 

She believes in the mission and vision for the Dublin-Laurens 

County CASA Program, Inc., Heart of Georgia United Way,  

and the Dublin-Laurens Teen Court. Her membership in Order 

of the Eastern Star-Rising Sun Chapter 115 is important to her. 

She is a member of Gethsemane Baptist Church in Columbus, 

Ga, and also attends Greater New Friendship Baptist and Nu-

Hope Baptist Church working faithfully with the Youth and the 

Senior Saints. 
 

https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/retired-dublin-and-laurens-county-educators-gave-decades-to-

teaching-careers/93-279b7068-5f86-4f70-bbc0-ebad3e7adf1b 

 

 

Dr. Dewana Kemp – All her Life 

 

Dr. Dewana Lattimore Kemp is the first African-American and the first female 

principal at West Laurens High School. She was born on October 8, 1970 in 

Dublin, Georgia to Lena Wells and Ralph Lattimore. Her paternal grandparents 

are Johnny and Lavonia Lattimore, and her maternal grandparents are Doretha and 

Darius Wells who was a Laurens County school bus driver and deputy sheriff. She 

has one sister, Cheryl Scrutchins.  

She attended school at East Laurens beginning in Tinker Tots and continued 

through High School. Shee graduated in the “Great Class of 1988.” She had 

phenomenal teachers who helped mold her into the person she is today. Some of 

the special teachers she had include, but are not limited to Diane Jones (3rd), 

Kathy Sweat (librarian), Blanche Knight (4th), Barbara Knight Willis (5th), Linda 

Wright Knight (6th), Charles Turner (6th grade), Deb Bush (7th), Faye Price (12th), 

and Jessie Turner (10th), According to Dr. Kemp, “Mrs. Turner was the first 

person to tell me that I was a leader, but I needed to lead in the right way.” She 

also had some administrators, principals, and assistant principals who were instrumental in her life: Carolyn Watson, 

Larry Waldrep, Jerrie Patterson Sims, Mike Sweat and William Rowe. 

In high school, she participated in Basketball and Track. She also participated in Homecoming Court in the 9th and 12th 

grades. She served as Co-Class President, Prom Queen, and was honored with Most Popular for Senior Superlatives. 

After Graduating from East Laurens High School, she attended Georgia College and State University where she earned 

her Bachelor's Degree in Psychology and her Master's Degree in Emotional and Behavior Disorders. She then earned her 

Educational Specialist Degree in Leadership at Columbus State University and then her Doctorate Degree in Leadership 

and Management at Capella University. 

She has worked for the Laurens Co. School System for twenty-five years. She was a teacher for fifteen years, an assistant 

principal for eight years, and has been a principal for two years. This is her first year at WLHS  

She is married to McKinley Kemp who is the Maintenance Director for Laurens Co. Schools, and they have two children: 

MaKayla Kemp who attends Georgia Southern University and McKinley N. Kemp who attends the University of Georgia. 

She is a member of Greater Victory Temple Church, Inc. where she serves on the Praise Team and Ministry Staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/retired-dublin-and-laurens-county-educators-gave-decades-to-teaching-careers/93-279b7068-5f86-4f70-bbc0-ebad3e7adf1b
https://www.13wmaz.com/article/news/local/retired-dublin-and-laurens-county-educators-gave-decades-to-teaching-careers/93-279b7068-5f86-4f70-bbc0-ebad3e7adf1b


Mrs. Jerrie Patterson Sims 

 

Mrs. Jerrie Patterson Sims was born the 

youngest of four girls on March 19, 1950 in 

Girard, Georgia in Burke County near the 

South Carolina line. When she was a year old 

her family moved to Savannah, Georgia 

where she remained through college. Her 

parents are Ella Mae Coleman (deceased) and 

Tommy Coleman who will turn 93 years old 

this year. Her older sisters include Emily 

(Pooler, Georgia), Liz (Baltimore, Maryland), 

and Anne (Savannah, Georgia). 

Mrs. Sims graduated from Tompkins High 

School in Savannah before attending 

Savannah State University and earning her 

Bachelor’s Degree in 1972. She graduated 

from Armstrong College (which would 

become Armstrong Atlantic State University 

before eventually consolidating with Georgia Southern University) with her Masters 

in 1976. She continued her education by completing an additional Masters and her 

Specialists Degree from Georgia Southern. 

Mrs. Sims is the first Black person to be a high school principal in either Dublin or Laurens County. She was also the 

female high school principal. She was known by some to be tough and doled out consequences fairly regardless of who 

students were or from where they came.  She was also known to encourage all kids and valued exposing all of them to 

opportunities. She is proud of the rise in college attendance by all students during her tenure at ELHS. She has always 

believed that students can do more than is expected. She points to Jacqueline Stephens as a source of inspiration and a 

mentor who helped guide her in to her career path. 

She began as a 1st grade teacher in Liberty County before accepting a position as an assistant principal at Hindsville, 

Middle School.  After a short two year stint in North Carolina she moved to Laurens County where she was an assistant 

principal at ELHS, and after Bill Rowe accepted the Superintends she became the principal of ELHS making history. She 

later moved to Orlando, Florida where she taught high school for a year before becoming 

an elementary assistant principal. Then she served as principal at two school before 

finally retiring in 2017 after serving teachers, and students and their parents. For almost 

47 years….That is correct 47 years. 

She is active in her graduate chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha where she takes pride in 

providing clothes, scholarships, food for young people and helping to get them registered 

to vote. She is eager to get started back with the International Reading Association after 

the pandemic ends. 

She has four children. One is an attorney, one is in Insurance and finance, one works in 

the business office with Orlando Utilities, and one is an occupational therapists who runs 

her own Rehab center. She has 14 grandchildren, 9 girls and 5 boys who are between 6 

months old and 23 years old. 

She wants to leave the following message to the students of ELHS, “I want to encourage 

you to be whatever or whomever you want to be because you can, but it takes hard work. 

It is not easy. You have to want to have a better tomorrow. Don’t give up on your dreams 

and believe in the people who are committed to helping you, and then go help somebody.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. Otha (O.J.) Hall  

Dr. Otha (O.J.) Hall, the Laurens County Associate Superintendent of Curriculum and 

Instruction for Secondary Education, was born on April 27, 1984 in Dublin, Georgia to Otha 

and Bessie Hall. His father graduated from Millville High School in Dudley, Georgia and 

eventually retired from the VA Medical Center. His mother attended Oconee High School 

before being part of the 2nd graduating class from the newly integrated Dublin High School. 

Dr. Hall has two sisters, Jackie Nelson who teachers at the Crossroads School in Laurens 

County and Gwen Polk who is a radiologic technician at Ortho Georgia in Macon/Warner 

Robins, GA.  

Dr. Hall attended school in Laurens County. He attended grades 

K through 2nd at Northwest Laurens Primary, grades 3rd through 

5th at Northwest Laurens Elementary, grades 6th through 8th at 

West Laurens Middle School, and he was an honor graduate from West Laurens High 

School where he played basketball all 4 years. He mentions his parents as his greatest 

mentors and the biggest influence in his life for being a husband, father, and leader. 

After graduating from WLHS, Dr. Hall received in Bachelor of Science in History 

Education from Georgia Southern University. He earned both his Masters and his 

Specialists in Educational Leadership from Georgia College & State University. He earned 

his doctorate degree from Georgia Southern University where he published his dissertation titled African American 

Teenage Males Speak Out: The Influence of African American Males on the Academic 

Achievement, Identities, and Lives of African American Teenage Males where he 

explores the influence of the presence of or lack for African American males on the 

academic achievements, identities, and lives of five African American teenage males 

who live in middle Georgia, a predominately White rural area.  

He started his career in 2006 at West Laurens High School where he taught American 

Government, World History, and US History. He was the head middle school track 

coach and served as the assistant basketball coach under Danny Johnson and Tim 

Passmore before becoming the varsity head basketball coach in 2012. Also, in 2012 he 

became the assistant principal at West Laurens High School and then became the Principal at East Laurens Middle School 

in 2015. In 2016 he took on being principal of both East Laurens Middle and High School. He spent 2018 to 2020 as 

principal of East Laurens High School. Dr. Hall was named Associate Superintendent for the Laurens County School 

System on May 1, 2020.  

He is a member of the Georgia Association of Curriculum and Instruction Supervisors 

(GACIS), and Georgia Association of Educational Leaders. Dr. Hall is a 32nd  degree 

Prince Hall Mason. He is a Past Master of the Prince Hall Masons, Landmark Lodge 

#64. His other affiliations with Prince Hall Masonry includes Elbert D. Blocker 

Consistory Lodge, Tri-County Royal Arch, Prince Hall Royal and Select, Prince Hall 

Knight Templar, and Prince Hall Masab Shrine Temple.  

He is a graduate of the Dublin-Laurens Leadership Class of 2016-2017. He currently 

serves as the vice chair for the Dublin-Laurens Leadership Board of Directors. 

He and his family also attend Beulahland Bible Church. Dr. Hall serves as an adult small 

group facilitator, and teacher in NextGen youth group at Beulahland Bible Church. His 

wife Erica teaches Kindergarten at East Laurens Primary. He and Erica have two little 

girls, Mya (5) and Morgan (1).  
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